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SYLLABUS 

The books for the course are Hal Varian, Intermediate Microeconomics with Calculus, First 
Edition and Varian and Bergstrom, Workouts in Intermediate Microeconomics, Ninth Edition.  

This course analyzes pricing and allocation at the level of the individual unit and in markets. A 
basic goal of the course is to teach the student how to analyze problems involving economic choices, 
i.e., situations where the individual, the firm, the governmental body or other agent must choose 
among desirable outcomes in circumstances where resources are limited. The importance of using a 
properly specified model is emphasized, and applications to private markets and for public policy 
are discussed. 

Economics 1 and Mathematics 3 are prerequisites. 

There are two midterm exams (1st midterm on July 29 and 2nd midterm on August 14.) The 
midterms count for one quarter of the grade each, and a final exam counts for half the grade. In 
addition, there are three problem sets that are used both to provide the student with the opportunity to 
practice applying the theory, and to demonstrate applications in private markets and in public policy 
which are not explored in the text. These problem sets are not graded, but must be handed in for 
successful completion of the course. (The problem sets are due July 19, August 7 and August 16.) The 
student is encouraged to do the problems in the workbook along with the assigned readings. Answers 
to even numbered questions are provided in the back of the workbook and answers to all workbook 
questions are posted on the course website on canvas.  

Any student with a documented disability needing academic adjustments or 
accommodations, or with other special circumstances requiring individual arrangements, is 
requested to speak to me by the end of the second week of the term. All discussions will remain 
confidential, although the Student Disabilities Coordinator may be consulted to verify the 
documentation of the disability. 

Office hours will be held on Wednesday and Friday from 1:00 to 2:00 pm in 321 
Rockefeller.  
 

I. Introduction 
Chapter 1, and Mathematical Appendix to the text book. 

II. Demand 
Chapters 3, 4, 2, 5-10, 15 and 16 

III. Production and Costs  
Chapters 19, 20 (pp. 366 - 373), 21 and 22 

IV. The Theory of the Firm and Market Organization 
Chapters 23 - 25, 28 and 29 

V. Factor Markets 
Chapter 27 

VI. The Theory of General Equilibrium and Welfare  
Chapter 32, pp. 601 - 608 


