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About the DAC

tdi.dartmouth.edu

Mission

The mission of the DAC is to provide full life-cycle data 

management, ensuring compliance with administrative, technical, 

and physical control requirements to meet the confidentiality, 

integrity, and availability of data acquired, stored, and maintained in 

the DAC Information Systems.

Core Values

Community

Integrity

Transparency

Compliance

Innovation



DAC Services
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• Core Services (included in DAC Rates & 

Fees)

- Secure Information System for housing data

- Online Security Trainings 

- Data Use Agreement (DUA) & Institutional 

Review Board (IRB) support

- Data processing, normalization, & quality 

control

• Consulting Services (hourly rate)

- Individual and/or research team specific 

mentorship and trainings

- Project specific data analysis

- DUA executive summary conceptualization 

and/or development

- Data analysis, analytic support, focus and 

individualized training, and mentoring

https://sites.dartmouth.edu/dac/general-working-with-the-dac/
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Research Teams working with the DAC

Submit a 
Project 
Review 

Application

Secure 
Funding

Submit 
IRB and 

draft DUA 
packet

Complete 
Security 
Trainings

Work with 
CMS Data
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Idea



Data Use Agreement (DUA)
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• A legally binding agreement which must be executed prior to the disclosure 

of, release of, or access to specified data files from CMS containing 

protected health information (PHI) and personally identifiable information 

(PII) to ensure that the disclosure will comply with the requirements of the 

Privacy Act, the Privacy Rule and CMS data release policies

• Purpose

- Defines the limitations on use of the data

- Details the obligations to safeguard the data

- Binds the requester to liability for harm arising 

from the use of the data

• Required

- A separate DUA must be issued for each specific 

research project 

https://sites.dartmouth.edu/dac/irb-and-dua/


A DUA is “Project Specific”
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“the User agrees to use the data only for 

purposes that support the User’s study, 

research or project referenced in this 

Agreement”

“The User agrees not to disclose, use or 

reuse the data covered by this agreement 

except as specified in…”

The research project study title, the 

scope of work in the study overview, 

and the funding institution combined 

define the “specific project”



Institutional Review Board (IRB)
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• Project Specific IRB

- Required for each DUA issued 

- Issued from the Principal Investigators organization

• Purpose

- Defines the limitations on use of the data 

- Details the obligations to safeguard the data

- Binds the requester to liability for harm arising from the use of the data

• Individual IRB

- Required for all users working on a project

- Required for all DAC staff 

- Trainings are provided through the 

Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative 

(CITI)

https://sites.dartmouth.edu/dac/institutional-review-board-irb/


Who is Involved

• DAC Director & DAC 
Operations Manager

• Study Principal 
Investigator(s) 

• TDI Finance Team Member

CMS Requirement

• External organizations must 
have a Dartmouth 
Collaborator

Project Review Application

Purpose

• Mission alignment 

• Feasible

• Budget alignment

Key Components

• Logistics

• Research & data plan

• Budget planning

tdi.dartmouth.edu

https://sites.dartmouth.edu/dac/general-working-with-the-dac/#Submit_a_Project_Review_Application_and_an_Analytic_Memo_Form


Funding Requirements and Fees 
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DAC Requirements

• Billing is processed monthly 
on the RaDAR system

• Both internal and external 
organizations can be billed 
through RaDAR

DAC Fees

• All fees are project based 

• Each DUA is charged for a 
project, data, & user fees

• Fees vary depending on the 
status of the project & users

CMS Requirements

• Organization holding 
funding determines DUA 
requestor

• Justification of the scope or 
work in study overview

CMS Fees

• Every amendment to a DUA 
is a $2,000 reuse fee (often 
requested annually to 
update data years)

• Fees vary for each type of 
dataset new use purchase 
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ResDAC DUA issuance timeline
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