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CURRENT POSITION AND AFFILIATIONS  
 
Associate Professor of Government, DARTMOUTH  
 
Faculty Associate, Reischauer Institute of Japanese Studies, HARVARD UNIVERSITY  
 
Research Associate, Asia Programme & Programme on US and the Americas, CHATHAM HOUSE, LONDON 
 
 
EDUCATION  
 
Ph.D.  Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Department of Political Science, 2004. 
 
M.I.A.  University of California, San Diego, School of Global Policy & Strategy, 1996. 
 
B.A.  University of California, Berkeley, English (summa cum laude), 1991. 
 
 
B O O K  
 
Sorry States:  Apologies in International Politics (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2008).  

• Translated into Korean, published by Eco-Livres, 2014.  
 
 
ARTICLES  
 
“Is Japan ‘Back’? Nationalism and Military Effectiveness in Asia’s Other Great Power,” Journal of East Asian 

Studies (forthcoming). With Chikako Kawakatsu Ueki.  
 
“Narratives and International Reconciliation,” Journal of Global Security Studies, Vol. 5, no. 2 (April 2020): 229–

247. 
 
 “Nationalist in a Liberal Order: How Populism Missed Japan,” Asia-Pacific Review, Vol. 25, no. 1 (2018).  
 
 “Markets or Mercantilism: How China Secures its Oil Supplies,” International Security, Vol. 42, no. 4 (2018) 
 
 “The Collapse of North Korea: Military Missions and Requirements,” International Security Vol. 36, no. 2 

(2011): 84-119. Co-authored with Bruce Bennett.  
  
 “Democratization and Stability in East Asia,” International Studies Quarterly 55: 1-28 (Summer 2011). 
 
 “Pyongyang’s Survival Strategy: Tools of Authoritarian Control in North Korea,” International Security, Vol. 

35, no. 1 (2010): 44-76. Co-authored with Daniel Byman.  
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 “Apologies in International Politics,” Security Studies Vol. 18, no. 3 (2009): 517-556.  
 
 “Sorry States and the Research Program on Memory in International Relations,” in “Roundtable Discussion on 

Jennifer Lind’s Sorry States: Apologies in International Politics,” Journal of East Asian Studies Vol. 9, no. 
4 (2009). With Thomas Berger, Charles Glaser, and Mike Mochizuki.  

 
 “Pacifism or Passing the Buck?  Testing Theories of Japanese Security Policy,” International Security Vol. 29, 

no. 1 (2004). 
 
 
BOOK CHAPTERS  
 
“The Art of the Bluff: the US-Japan Alliance under the Trump Administration,” in Robert Jervis, ed., Chaos in 

the Liberal Order: The Trump Presidency and International Politics in the 21st Century (NY: Columbia 
University Press).  

 
 “A Model for the World: US-Japan Reconciliation,” in Why Japan Matters (New York: Praeger, 2017).  

Japanese- and English-language editions.  
 
 “Keep, Toss, or Fix? Assessing US Alliances in East Asia,” in Jeremy Suri and Benjamin Valentino, eds. A 

Sustainable National Security Strategy for the United States (Oxford University Press, 2016). 
 
 “The Creation and Challenge of the Murayama Consensus,” in The Decline of Postwar Moderate Conservatism in 

Japan (Tokyo: Kadokawa-Shinsho, 2015).  
 
“Geography and the Security Dilemma in East Asia,” in Rosemary Foot, Saadia Pekkanen, and John 

Ravenhill, eds., The Oxford University Handbook of the International Relations of East Asia (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2014).  

 
“The Haunt of History in Japan’s Foreign Relations,” in Alisa Gauder, ed., Handbook of Japanese Politics 

(London: Routledge, 2011). 
 
 
BOOK AND ARTICLE REVIEWS  
 
Invited review for H-Diplo/ISSF of Stephen Wertheim, Tomorrow, the World:  The Birth of U.S. Global 

Supremacy; forthcoming February 2021.  
 
Invited review for H-Diplo/ISSF of Matthew Kroenig, The Rise of Great Power Rivalry: Democracy versus Autocracy 

from the Ancient World to the US and China; August 2020 
 
Invited commentator for Patrick Porter, The False Promise of Liberal Order: Nostalgia, Delusion, and the Rise of 

Trump. King’s College, London, May 22, 2020.  
 
Invited review of for H-Diplo/ISSF of Michael Beckley, “The Myth of Entangling Alliances.” International 

Security 39:4, April 13, 2016. 
 
ESSAYS AND COMMENTARY  
 
 “Reality Check: American Power in an Age of Constraints.” Foreign Affairs (March/April 2020). With Daryl 

G. Press.  
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 “The Rise of China and the Future of the Transatlantic Relationship.” London: Chatham House, 2019.  
 
 “The Future of the Liberal Order is Conservative: A Strategy to Save the System.” Foreign Affairs 

(March/April 2019). With William C. Wohlforth.   
“Is the US-China Relationship About to Permanently Shrink?” Roundtable, International Economy, 2018.  
 
 “History Bows to Strategy,” Asan Forum, February and April 2018, web (debate with Robert Kelly).  
 
 “Life in China’s Asia: What Regional Hegemony Would Look Like,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 97, no. 2 (2018). 
 
 “Saving the Liberal Order From Itself,” Politique Étrangère, Vol. 82, no. 4 (2017). 
 
 “The Once and Future Kim: Succession and Stasis in North Korea,” in “North Korea and the Bomb: an 

Anthology,” Foreign Affairs, 2017. Previously published in Foreign Affairs, October 2010.  
 
 “Asia’s Other Revisionist Power: Why U.S. Grand Strategy Unnerves China,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 96, no. 2 

(2017). Listed by Foreign Affairs as one of its best articles of 2017.  
 
 “Japan and the United States Confront the Past,” Gaiko [Diplomacy], Vol. 41 (2017), pp. 32-38. [in Japanese] 
  
 “It Took Years of Diplomacy for Abe and Obama to Stand Together at Pearl Harbor,” Quartz.com, 

December 27, 2016.  
 
 “As Obama Goes to Hiroshima, 3 Principles for a Successful Visit,” MonkeyCage Blog, Washington Post, May 

26, 2016.  
 
 “The Presidential Path to Hiroshima,” Foreign Affairs, April 8, 2016, web.  
 
 “Japan’s Security Evolution,” CATO Institute Policy Paper, 2016.  
 
 “Making Up Isn’t Hard to Do,” Foreign Affairs, March 5, 2015, web. 
 
 “Pivot Problems: What Washington Should Concede in East Asia,” Foreign Affairs, June 25, 2014, web. 
 
 “The Sources of the Sino-American Spiral,” National Interest, September 18, 2013 (with Daryl G. Press). 
 
“When Camelot Went to Japan,” The National Interest (July/August 2013). 

• Contributed to the museum exhibition, “JFK: His Life and Legacy,” sponsored by the Japan 
National Archives and the JFK Library Foundation in Tokyo, Japan (March – May 2015) 

• Featured in the symposium, “The Torch Has Been Passed: JFK’s Legacy Today,” with speakers 
Caroline Kennedy, Bill Clinton, Shinzo Abe. Co-sponsored by Waseda University and the JFK 
Presidential Library Foundation, March 18, 2015, Tokyo, Japan. 

• Featured at the event, “JFK, RFK, and Japan,” John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, 
March 21, 2014. Conversation with Kathleen Kennedy Townsend and Prof. Akira Iriye. Co-
sponsored by Japanese Consulate of Boston.  

 
 “Sorry I’m Not Sorry,” Postscript, Foreign Affairs, November 21, 2013 web. 
 
 “Beware the Tomb of the Known Soldier,” Global Asia, April 2013.  
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 “Pyongyang’s Nuclear Logic,” Foreign Affairs, February 13, 2013, web. (with Keir A. Lieber and Daryl G. 
Press). Translated into Japanese and published by Foreign Affairs –Japan.  

 
 “Between Giants: South Korea in the U.S.-China Rivalry,” The Atlantic, July 20, 2012, web.  
 
 “Why North Korea Gets Away With It,” Foreign Affairs April 12, 2012, web. 
 “Kim Jong Un Takes World’s Worst Job,” Foreign Affairs, December 2010, web.  
 
 “Symbolic Gestures: Lessons for Asia from a Compromise on History in America,” Global Asia, 2010.  
 
 “The Perils of Apology: What Japan Shouldn’t Learn from Germany,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 88, no. 3 

(May/June 2009): 132-146. Trans. into Japanese and published by Foreign Affairs –Japan (June 2009). 
 
CURRENT PROJECTS  
 
Book, “Anarchy’s Children: How Countries Rise to Great Power.”  
This book evaluates the challenges that a country must overcome in order to join the ranks of the great powers. I create 
a method for measuring great power and determining a threshold for reaching the great power ranks; I lay out the stages 
that countries must navigate in order to develop great-power economic and military capabilities; I create a theory of great 
power rise that explains which countries will successfully rise (and which will see their rise stall). The theory argues that 
inclusive policies (rather than regime type or domestic institutions) affect a country’s ability to develop great-power 
economic and military capabilities.   
 
Article, “The External Sources of Rising State Strength.” With Joshua Itzkowitz Shifrinson.  
 
Working Paper, “Comparing National Power in an Age of Transition.”  
 
Working Paper, “Autocrats at the Cutting Edge: Innovation and China’s Rise.” 
 
Working Paper, “The Demographics of Great Power Rise” 
 
Working Paper, “Can China Fight? Theories of Military Effectiveness and China’s Rise.” With Eric Hundman.  
 
 
INVITED TALKS  
 
Albritton Center for Grand Strategy, Texas A&M University, 2020 
Japan Society of New York, 2020 
Chatham House, London 2020, 2018, 2017 
Oxford University, Department of Politics and International Relations, 2020 
Centre for Grand Strategy & Department of War Studies, King’s College, London, 2020 
Program on US-Japan Relations, Weatherhead Center for International Affairs, Harvard University 

(Discussant), 2020, 2016, 2015 
U.S. Naval Academy, 2019 
Annual Symposium, Canadian Association for Security and Intelligence Studies, Ottawa (Keynote). 2018. 
Council on Foreign Relations, 2018, 2017, 2016 
Working Group on China, Belfer Center, Harvard University, 2018. 
Department of Political Science, London School of Economics, 2017. 
Henry Jackson Society, London, 2017 
Department of Politics, SOAS, University of London, 2017 
Asia Studies Centre, St. Antony’s College, Oxford University, 2017 
East Asia Seminar Series, University of Cambridge, 2017. 
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Centre d’études et de recherches internationales, Université de Montréal, 2017 
Dickey Center for International Understanding, Dartmouth College, 2017  
The United States-Japan Conference on Educational Interchange (CULCON), 2016  
Institute of International and Strategic Studies, Peking University, 2016 
Council of East Asian Studies, Yale University, 2016 
Elliott School of International Affairs, George Washington University, 2016 
CATO Institute, Washington, D.C., 2016 
Center for American and Global Security, Indiana University, 2015 
The JFK Presidential Library Foundation and Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan, 2015 
Tokyo Foundation, Tokyo, Japan, 2015. 
 
INVITED CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS  
 
Chair, panel on “UK-Japan Security Cooperation,” Chatham House, London, July 2020.  
 
Discussant, “Crafting International Apologies That Work: A Conjoint Analysis Approach,” Asian Online 

Political Science Seminar Series, June 2020. 
 
Panelist, “Network Power in the Asia-Pacific,” Chatham House, London. February 7, 2020. 
 
Member, Asia Strategy Initiative Working Group, Sasakawa Foundation, Tokyo, Japan, October 28, 2019.  
 
Moderator, Trilateral Forum Tokyo, German Marshall Fund of the United States. Tokyo, Japan, September 

12, 2019. 
 
Asia Strategy Initiative Working Group, Sasakawa Foundation, Honolulu, HI, March 3, 2019.  
 
Panelist, “Coming Apart? The Fate of the Rules-Based Order,” Annual Foreign Affairs Conference, U.S. 

Naval Academy, Annapolis, MD, April 9, 2019.  
 
Paper presenter, “China’s Challenge and the Transatlantic Relationship,” Conference on the Future of the 

Transatlantic Relationship, Chatham House, London, December 5, 2018. 
 
Presenter, Annual Conference on Asia, IFRI Center for Asian Studies, Institut Français des Relations 

Internationales, Paris. December 3, 2018.  
 
US-Japan Security Seminar, Center for Strategic and International Studies, Washington, D.C, 2018.  
 
“Exploring a New Pathway to Win-Win Partnership,” sponsored by Chinese Academy of Social Science and 

Institute of International and Strategic Studies, Beijing University. May 22, 2017.  
 
Strategic Issues in Global Politics Forum, sponsored by the National Committee on United States-China 

Relations and the Institute of International and Strategic Studies, Peking University. May 19, 2017.  
 
Asia Strategy Initiative, Sasakawa Foundation. Working group of mid-career Japan experts convened to 

discuss the future of the U.S-Japan alliance. Tokyo, Japan. May 16-17, 2017.  
 
Asia Strategy Initiative, Sasakawa Foundation. Working group of mid-career Japan experts convened to 

discuss the future of the U.S-Japan alliance. Washington, D.C., January 5, 2017.  
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Workshop on US-Japanese Security Relations, sponsored by Dartmouth, Princeton University, and the 
University of Tokyo. June 15, 2016. 

 
Delegate, Strategic Issues in Global Politics Forum, sponsored by the National Committee on United States-

China Relations and the Institute of Int’l and Strategic Studies, Peking University. May 28, 2016. 
 
“Lessons from US-Japan Reconciliation,” for the event, “Post-War U.S.-Japan Reconciliation,” sponsored by 

JIIA and Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Washington, DC, 2017.  
 
CONFERENCES  
 
Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association, 2020 (cancelled); 2018, 2016 
Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, 2018, 2016 
U.S. Foreign Policy Working Group, British International Studies Association, 2017 
Mt. Fuji Dialogue, sponsored by the Japan Center for Economic Research and the Japan Institute of 

International Affairs, Japan (2015–  ) 
 
 
MEDIA AND OPINION WRITING  
 
Interviewed by NPR.org, New York Times, BBC News, ABC News, USA Today, Los Angeles Times, 

Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, San Jose Mercury News, Reuters, Bloomberg, the Nelson 
Report (Washington DC), Foreign Policy, Vox.com, The Guardian, the Independent (UK), Asahi 
Shimbun, Yomiuri Shimbun (Japan), JoongAng Ilbo (ROK). 

 
Guest appearances on CBS/60 Minutes; NBC/The Today Show; PBS Newshour; PRI/The World; 

NPR/Talk of the Nation; NPR/On Point; NHPR/ The Exchange; Sirius XM-Radio “POTUS-
Morning Briefing”; Sirius XM-Radio, “The Briefing Powered by Dartmouth College”; France 24: The 
Debate; “Ultimate Debate with Paek JiYeon,” South Korea; CBC-One, Canada; Radio Free Asia. 

 
Member of expert board consulted for “How China is Challenging America’s Dominance in Asia,” New York 

Times, March 3, 2018.  
 
 “Why China Won’t Solve the North Korea Nuclear Problem,” CNN Opinion, August 7, 2017. 
 
 “Is Playing Tough in China’s Interest?” Roundtable organizer and contributor, Room for Debate, New York 

Times, August 23, 2016.  
 
 “More Apologies are Not the Answer,” Newsweek Japan, August 2015.  
 
 “Japan’s Security Evolution—Not Revolution,” Wall Street Journal, July 21, 2015.  
 
 “In Australia, Shinzo Abe Astutely Handles History,” National Interest, July 16, 2014. 
 
“When History Humiliates Former Enemies,” CNN Opinion, January 3, 2014. 
 
 
FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS  
 
Associate Fellow, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London (Sept – Dec 2017) 
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Recipient, 13th Annual Nakasone Award, Institute of International and Policy Studies, Tokyo. The award 
honors “meaningful achievements in the political, economic, cultural, and science and technology 
fields.” 2017 

 
Shigemitsu Fellowship for International Affairs, awarded by the Japan Society of Boston, 2015.  
 
Visiting Research Fellow, Waseda Institute for Advanced Study, Waseda University, Tokyo. (September - 

December 2014) 
 
Visiting Scholar, Japan-U.S. Opinion Leaders Exchange Program, Sasakawa Peace Foundation, Tokyo Japan. 

Conducted research for an article project about Japanese nationalism. Gave public talks and advised a 
Sasakawa project about international reconciliation. (September – December 2014) 

 
Fellow, Cohort 1 of the U.S.-Japan Network for the Future, sponsored by the Maureen and Mike Mansfield 

Foundation and the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership. 2-year program for the next 
generation of American scholars who study Japan (2009-2011).  

 
TEACHING  
 
Associate Professor (2012-present)  
Assistant Professor (2005-2012) 
Department of Government, Dartmouth College (undergraduate) 
 International Politics 

The Rise and Fall of Great Powers  
East Asian International Relations  

 The Rise of China 
Nationalism in War and Peace (first-year writing seminar) 
Dictator 101 (first-year writing seminar) 
 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES  
 
Senior Adviser, “China’s Vision for a New International Order,” National Bureau of Asia Research (NBR). 

Collaborated on designing a multiauthored report; refereed chapters. (2019– ) 
 
Member, China Working Group, Belfer Center, Harvard University. Group convened by Dr. Graham Allison 

discusses developments in Chinese politics and international security. (2016– ) 
 
Participant, Mt. Fuji Dialogue (study group on the US-Japan alliance). Annual conference on the US-Japan 

alliance attended by national security professionals from both countries (2015–  ).  
 
Participant, Asia Strategy Initiative, multi-year network for mid-career U.S. and Japanese experts in Japan and 

international security. Sponsored by the Sasakawa Foundation, Tokyo.  
 
Consultant and Author, “Why Japan Matters,” project sponsored by Rebuild Japan Initiative Foundation, 

Tokyo, Japan. Met with study group members (Japanese academics and analysts) to discuss Japan as a 
great power; conducted interviews with leading Japanese political leaders; author of book chapter 
about Japan’s relative power and influence 2016–2017. 

 
Consultant and Author, “Moderate Conservatism in Japan,” project sponsored by Rebuild Japan Initiative 

Foundation, Tokyo, Japan. Met with study group members (Japanese academics and analysts) to 
discuss the future of the LDP; conducted interviews with leading Japanese political leaders; wrote 
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book chapter for The Decline of Postwar Moderate Conservatism in Japan. (2014–2015) 
 
Presenter, “Risks of Crisis and Escalation in U.S.-China Relations,” U.S.-China Working Group, United 

States Senate, Washington D.C., April 29, 2014. 
 
Presenter, Hearing on “China’s Rise and Strategic Alignments in East Asia,” U.S.- China Economic and 

Security Review Commission, Washington, D.C., March 4, 2014.  
 
Presenter, “History and Nationalism in Japan,” at the briefing “Analytic Exchange on Japan,” for 

Ambassador Caroline B. Kennedy, organized by the Bureau of Intelligence and Research, U.S. 
Department of State, Washington, D.C., October 18, 2013.  

 
Consultant, RAND, Santa Monica, California. Researched projects for the Office of the Secretary of Defense 

regarding potential scenarios for Korean unification, and the U.S. military missions they might 
require.  Analyzed military requirements and force structure implications (1999 -2005) 

 
Staff Analyst, U.S. Department of Defense, Office of the Secretary, Washington, D.C. 

Analyzed long-term threats to U.S. security in the East Asian region.  Presented briefings and wrote 
working papers in preparation for the 2001 Quadrennial Defense Review (2000). 

 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE  
 
Member, editorial board, Asian Security, 2018– 

Member, editorial board, Journal of Global Security Studies, 2017– 

Member, editorial board, Security Studies, 2015–   
 
Member, editorial board, Beyond Parallel: Bringing Transparency and Understanding to Korean Unification 

(beyondparallel.csis.org), Center for Strategic & International Studies, Washington, D.C., 2015–   
 
Advisor, Dartmouth Public Voices Fellows Program. Advise a faculty fellows program at Dartmouth, 

facilitated by The OpEd Project, for training academics as public intellectuals.  2012– 
 
Director and Co-Founder, Security Studies Faculty Network. Manage membership and plan all meetings for a 

professional network of security studies scholars. We gather twice annually at the annual professional 
meetings (APSA, ISA). 2004– 

 
Member, Women in International Security, American Political Science Association, International Studies 
Association. 
 
Referee, China Security, Comparative Politics, European Journal of International Relations, International Security, 
International Studies Quarterly, International Journal of Transitional Justice, Journal of East Asian Studies, Journal of Peace 
Research, Pacific Affairs, Pacific Review, Journal of Global Security Studies, Security Studies.  
 
LANGUAGES  
 
Japanese (advanced), Foreign Service Institute level 3+ 
French (reading); Spanish (rudimentary) 


