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1. “������ Silver Seat” in public transportation in Japan

����= for [someone]

2. ����sabetsu = discrimination
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Ø bv o Content-Based Instructions)： r s h C
C ua i rt C

Ø  Critical Content-Based Instructions) ： d n
C

Ø “Sanitized” version of Japanese culture (Kubota, et al. 2003)

Ø Limitation of the National Standards (Kubota, 2003)

Ø A PEDAGOGY OF PAIN: NEW DIRECTIONS FOR WORLD LANGAUGE EDUCATION (Ennser-Kananen, 
2016)：「
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Ø ”Words and Actions: Teaching Languages Through the Lens of Social Justice“ (Glynn, Wesely, Wassell
2014)：〡ACTFLk n l
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5.# �%/"&
“Social Justice Issues in Japanese Language 

Class”
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Participants



Japanese Course Levels

”Elementary level”

65.6%



General Interest in Social Justice Issues

����6.2 %



Interest in Social Justice Issues in Japan

����
6.2 %



Social Justice Issues in Japanese Language Class

1. strongly disagree 2. disagree     3. Neither agree or disagree     4. agree     

5. Strongly agree

43.7 %



3-1. Inclusion of social justice topics in 

Japanese language class
1 2
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Learning about Social justice issues and understanding Japanese 

Culture

1. strongly disagree 2. disagree     3. Neither agree or disagree     4. agree     

5. Strongly agree

65.7 %
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Attitude toward discussions on Social Justice Issues

1. strongly disagree 2. disagree     3. Neither agree or disagree     4. agree     

5. Strongly agree

59.4 %



Can you remember any 

occasions in which SJ 

issues were brought up in 

Japanese language classes?

u Language course: gender, 

suicide, racial discrimination

u Non-language course: female 

language (sociolinguistics) , 

gender, discrimination (modern 

literature), �����
(religion)

12.5

71.9

15.6

Yes No N/A

This includes the 

answer, “I don’t 

know/remember”.
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6.���

Social Justice:

���� Kyara-ben: 

working mother – stay-at home mother

Economic inequality, Bullying among 
young pupils

History, ideology, politics:

Bento danshi (X Bento joshi)

Role of man and woman 

“No man in the kitchen”

PPP:

Product) ramen, sushi, bento, etc.

Practice) Chopsticks, bento box, 

Perspective) “authentic”, Japanese 

food = healthy 

4F approach: Food

Language: food, eating-related 

vocab./expressions, ordering, etc. 

+ Critical linguistic awareness: ����
bento danshi

what is found in textbook

What is not found in textbook

http://www.ne.jp/asahi/parkpark/tokyo23/rakuten/ni

kki/20090410/bento20090410_1m.jpg

https://rr.img.naver.jp/mig?src=http%3A%2F%2Fimgcc.naver.jp%2Fkaze%2F

mission%2FUSER%2F20130221%2F46%2F439646%2F0%2F378x283x187af42bfbfa

a54e89ea817d.jpg%2F300%2F600&twidth=300&theight=600&qlt=80&res_form

at=jpg&op=r



PRODUCT PRACTICE PERSPECTIVE SJ

J-pop Use of English in 
lyrics
Groups, Clothing

Attitude toward “western” 
countries
Gender roles
Expectation to “�	
�
(idol)”

J-K relationship, 
history
(e.g.: K-pop in Japan, 
Japanese in Korean 
group, Multi-national 
groups)

manga/anime Sempai & kohai in  
clubs in school��
��

Importance of respect 
toward the older

Inequality (age)
bullying

School uniform Group mentality, 
Importance of the 
sameness

Cost of uniform and 
affordability→poverty 
in children, single 
parent family; gender 
issues

Proverbs; 
metaphors;
expressions
katakana words
������
new/trendy words 
[of the year]

����, passive 
form, causative form
Gaijin vs.��
Ikumen, ohitorisama

Uchi-soto relationship
Ambiguity of the agent
Gender roles

Xenophobia; racial 
discrimination
Oppressive 
relationship
Gender inequality
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