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DESCRIPTION:  In this course, students will learn how to compare Eastern and Western ideas about the meaning and importance of the moral and intellectual virtues.  We shall be exploring various perspectives on virtue ethics in philosophy, literature, and film.  Students will learn how to blog, write short essays, make oral presentations, and write a term-paper comparing cross-cultural perspectives on the ethics of virtue.  Ultimately, we shall be testing the truth of Kipling’s famous dictum: “East is East and West is West, and never the twain shall meet.”  We shall attempt to create a fun and illuminating dialogue between traditions of thought that are often described as “incommensurable.” For Western virtue ethics, we shall explore the thought of Aristotle as well as the ethics of Christianity; for Eastern virtue ethics, we shall explore the thought of Confucius as well as the ethics of Daoism. Each tradition of virtue ethics has several strands that have been woven together over time. 
LEARNING GOALS: Students who actively apply themselves to this course’s readings, films, discussions, papers, and presentations will become competent readers of and writers about the central traditions of virtue ethics, East and West.  Moreover, students will develop the capacity to compare philosophical, literary, and cinematic classics across deep cultural divides.  In particular, you will be able to answer in writing three kinds of questions about the readings:  What did the text mean to its author?  What does the text mean to us? What does the text mean for knowledge and truth?
1. Questions of Exegesis: What do these texts mean to those who first wrote and read them? You will be able to explicate accurately many key texts of virtue ethics.
2. Questions of Application: How do these ethical texts and films apply to your life and to our contemporary moral and political debates? You will be able to apply the ideas we find in our course materials to your own life and to the moral and political controversies of our contemporary world. 
3. Questions of Evaluation: Do these ideas about virtue make sense?  Are they true and sound?  You will be able to evaluate the ideas we find in these ethical traditions to judge for yourself if they are good and true ideas or false and pernicious ones. 

PEDAGOGY: The teaching methods of this course are all designed to promote the learning goals listed above. Research demonstrates that we all learn only by doing.  Hence, the person who learns the most from lecturing is the lecturer: so we will keep lecturing to a bare minimum.   We shall devote each class period to activities that will reinforce and consolidate what you learn from reading and viewing the course materials.  We shall make oral presentations, write papers, create blogs, discuss and debate particular passages, and collaborate in small groups.  Our class meetings will be occupied with active mastery of the questions of exegesis, application, and evaluation posed by the course materials.  All learning, therefore, depends upon your daily preparation for each class period. In this active setting, you can run, but you cannot hide. 

REQUIREMENTS: 1) Students are required to read all of the assigned texts and to view films in advance of the date listed on the syllabus. 2) Students are required to attend every class meeting listed on the syllabus. 3) Students are required to create daily blog entries in response to the assigned reading BEFORE we discuss it in class. 4) Students are required to write three short essays (2 pages, single-spaced) on quotations from the readings of your choice: one of exegesis, one of application, and one of evaluation. 5)  Students are required to make two oral presentations in class: one on Eastern and one on Western virtue ethics.  6) Students are required to write one 18 to 20 page Term Paper which will be based on two shorter 8-page essays, each of which will be revised.  The first eight-page essay will compare philosophical texts, East and West; the second eight-page essay will compare literary texts, East and West.  The Final Term Paper will combine these two essays in order to compare Eastern and Western virtue ethics.  All the writing, therefore, builds toward the term paper. 

The short essays are each worth about 10% of the grade, each oral presentation is worth about 5%, the term paper is worth about 35%, and class participation (including attendance, reading responses on Blackboard, debates, discussion and other activities) is worth about 25%.  
HONOR PRINCIPLE:

Academic Integrity has a different application to each kind of class.  In this class here is what it means:  First, do not consult secondary sources for your interpretation of the assigned texts, apart from materials we post on Blackboard.  Second, in drafting papers and writing blogs, consult only writing tutors, the Teaching Assistant or the Instructors. Third, you are encouraged to discuss the course materials and our class conversations with anyone.
Writing Tutorials: 

For individual peer tutorial assistance with writing, research, and multimedia projects, students may use RWIT, the Student Center for Research, Writing, and Information Technology.  To make appointments go to RWIT’s appointment scheduler at http://www.dartmouth.edu/~rwit, or drop by the Center in 183 Baker-Berry Library, Level One (next to the Reference area) from 4 to 6 pm and 7 to 10 pm, Sundays through Thursdays. 

Learning Accommodations:

Students with disabilities enrolled in this course and who may need disability-related classroom accommodations are encouraged to make an appointment to see me before the end of the second week of the term. All discussions will remain confidential, although the Student Accessibility Services office may be consulted to discuss appropriate implementation of any accommodation requested.

 Student Accessibility Services (http://www.dartmouth.edu/~accessibility/facstaff/)

Schedule
January 7:  Introduction: What is Virtue Ethics?

                     Reading: Pojman: “Virtue Ethics” 

                                     Dahlsgaard and Petersen: East and West Virtues.

               9: Introduction to Aristotle's Ethics.


  11: Introduction to Confucian Ethics.



Reading: “Love Suicides at Sonezaki”.
             14:  Aristotle.

Reading: Nicomachean Ethics, Book 1.
             16: Aristotle: 
Reading: NE 3 and 4.
             18: Aristotle:

Reading: NE 8 and 9.


21: Class Canceled: Martin Luther King Holiday.

           23: Aristotle: 
Reading: NE 6 and 10.

Exegesis Essay Due on Blackboard by 9 AM.
      
25: Confucius: 
Reading: The Analects, Books 1-11.

      
28:    Reading: 
The Analects, Books 12-20.
      
30:  Benevolence and the Nature of Humanity.
          
Reading: Mencius:

Books 1-3.

 February 1: Reading: 
Mencius, Books 4-7.

     4: Medieval Transformations: 

Reading: Chu Hsi, Learning to Be a Sage, pp. 85-127.

Application Essay Due on  Blackboard by 9 AM.

      
6: Medieval Transformations:

Reading: Chu Hsi, Learning to Be a Sage, pp. 128-196.

First Essay Due on Blackboard by 9 AM.
                
8: Class Canceled: Carnival.


11: Medieval Transformations: Thomas Aquinas: Aristotelian and Christian Virtue.




Reading: Aquinas: Treatise on Virtue. Questions 55, 57, 58.

               
13:  Medieval Transformations:

Reading: Treatise on Virtue, Questions 61, 62, 63, 65.

           

15:  Modernity as a Liberation from Virtue:

       

Reading: The Great Gatsby.

          

18:  
Reading: Kokoro.


20:  Comparison of Gatsby and Kokoro.


Evaluation Essay Due on Blackboard by 9 AM.
22:  Global Virtues:


Reading: The Power and the Glory.

25: 
 Reading: Silence.
27: Comparison of Greene and Endo.


Second Essay Due On Blackboard by 9 AM
March 1: Virtue of Dying Well. Reading: The Trial and Death of Socrates.

4:  Reading: The Treasury of Loyal Retainers.  Benedict: “The Dilemma of Virtue”.

6: Shame and Guilt, East and West.

    Reading: Williams “Shame and Necessity”.



8: Vices of Virtue Ethics:  Reading: Robert Louden “Vices of Virtue Ethics”.


Final Term Paper Due on Blackboard by 9 AM
